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Is there a higher compliment or more meaningful expression of affection? Paul 
talked to God about Philemon.  
 
Aren’t you glad that people are praying for you? I know that many of you pray for 
me, and I am so very grateful. I too am praying for you. This is a church in which we 
habitually pray for one another. We pray because we love one another, and we 
know that it makes a difference. 
 
Paul talked to God about Philemon, and based on our experience with this sort of 
praying… we can expect that God talked to Paul about Philemon. When we pray for 
one another, really pray, we can expect to be led by the Holy Spirit in that prayer. We 
can anticipate that God will not only lead us in how we can pray effectively for one 
another, we can also expect that God will lead us in how we should act on behalf of 
one another, or toward one another.  
 
I’m not all that proud of what I’m going to say… but I will admit to you that I 
occasionally resist praying for some people. I put it off because I’ve been at this for a 
while now and know that when I pray for certain people, especially those who are 
presenting some sort of challenge, God generally chooses to change things by 
changing me. 
 
There is little doubt in my mind that Paul prayed about the task laid before us in this 
little book of Philemon. Could it have been that Paul’s first inclination in this matter 
was to simply rest in his authority to tell Philemon what to do? Knowing that Paul 
was the Apostle here, with legitimate authority over the church that met in 
Philemon’s home, he could have simply laid down an edict. It is reasonable to 
assume that Philemon came to faith, finding Jesus as his savior, directly because of 
Paul. There was certainly a basis for Paul to call in a small favor. 
 
But if Paul took this matter to prayer, it could have been that God changed Paul’s 
mind, and hear, and intentions. We can expect that Paul was approaching all of this 
with the mind of God as a result of Paul’s prayer for his friend Philemon.  
 
because I hear about your love for all his people and your faith in the Lord Jesus.4  
 
Just as Paul loved his friend Philemon, Philemon was famous for his love of God’s 
people. Philemon was spreading the wealth (the right way). Sharing his riches in service 
to God’s people, at least by hosting the church… but more importantly sharing the 
wealth of his faith in Jesus. Philemon was a truly generous man, motivated by his 
faith in Christ.  
 
I pray that your partnership with us in the faith may be effective in deepening your understanding 
of every good thing we share for the sake of Christ.5  

                                                             
4The Holy Bible : Today's New International Version. (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2005). Phm 5. 



 
Verse 6 is interesting, and apparently a bit difficult to translate, since there seem to 
be some many different translations. 

 
The TNIV puts it this way:  
 
I pray that your partnership with us in the faith may be effective in deepening your 

understanding of every good thing we share for the sake of Christ. 
 
From my study it appears that they did a good job with this in the TNIV… but I 

doubt that is perfect either. The lesson that did come from my bit of study is this: 
faith, understanding, action, and fellowship all work together for our perfection in 
Christ. Hearts, heads, hands and community all play a part.  

 
We understand that a significant part of the work of this life, after we come to faith, 

is wrapped up in one of our churchy-theological words: sanctification. You’ve heard 
me say it before, God loves us the way we are, but he loves us too much to leave us 
this way. We worship God by living up to what He has done for us. This perfecting 
process is sanctification. We could think of this work of sanctification along several 
paths: 

• faith (devotion, spiritual disciplines) 
• action (good works, social justice, evangelism) 
• understanding (study, academics) 
• fellowship (discipleship, hospitality) 

 
Typically, we’re stronger in some areas than others. Sometimes we have seasons of 
life that focus on one area. But I think we can agree that we are best served when we 
see all of this active in our work of sanctification. I think, no matter how you translate 
this difficult passage, that verse 6 has all of these present. 
 
7Your love has given me great joy and encouragement, because you, brother, have refreshed the 
hearts of the Lord’s people.6  
 
Philemon’s love refreshed Paul, and the hearts (core, innermost being) of Lord’s 
people. The word that Paul used for “refresh” is the word used in Matthew 11:28, 
some of the very best words of Jesus, saying: 
 
28“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. 29Take my yoke 
upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your 
souls. 30For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.”7  
                                                                                                                                                                                                    
5The Holy Bible : Today's New International Version. (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2005). Phm 6. 
6The Holy Bible : Today's New International Version. (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2005). Phm 7. 
7The Holy Bible : Today's New International Version. (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2005). Mt 
11:28-30. 
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